Huckleberry Finn Argumentative Essay Options
You are to choose only ONE of the following prompts attached. 
You will be graded on: 
· a clear, cohesive thesis\argument
· the support (specific, detailed examples and relevant quotes) 
· your ability to prove or validate your argument
· sophistication of your expression and ideas 
· fluidity and clarity of your paper 
· English conventions
· breadth and depth of your paper
· meeting all requirements listed
Requirements: 

· 12 Point Font, TNR
· 3-4 Pages

· Double-spaced

· MLA format 7th Ed.
· 4 quotes from the novel (minimum) 
· Submitted to turnitin.com 

All essays must include an introduction that begins with an attention-getter, a linking statement with author of the novel and the title, and a clear, complete thesis statement. Main body paragraphs should begin with topic sentences and must include specific quotations taken from the novel. The relevance and significance of this support must be made clear to the reader with thoughtful, precise, and complete explanations. Always reference and introduce your quotes as well as analyzing them after (no “quote-plopping”). Your conclusion should sum up your main ideas, restate your thesis, and make either an insightful observation or leave the reader with something to think about.


While writing this paper, you may refer to outside sources; however, these sources must be correctly CITED per MLA guidelines. The consequences for plagiarism include a zero on the assignment, with no option of extra credit or a replacement assignment, and a notation in your student record. 
Prompt #1: 

At the end of the novel, Huck says, “But I reckon I got to light out for the Territory ahead of the rest, because Aunt Sally she’s going to adopt me and sivilize me and I can’t stand it. I been there before.” Why, at the end of the book, does Huck once again reject “sivilization”? Create an argument for or against Huck’s reasoning to reject civilization,
The following bullets may provide you with insight on how to develop a thesis: 
· What civilization means to Huck

· Specific instances of hypocrisy, cruelty, and social satire in the novel (This will be more than one paragraph)

· Contrast the raft life of Huck and Jim with the shore world

· What Twain thinks of society in particular and mankind in general
Prompt #2:

Create an argument regarding Jim as a character. 
The following bullets may provide you with insight on how to develop a thesis: 
· How is he portrayed in the opening chapters of the novel? 

· How does his character evolve as the novel continues? What do we learn about him?

· How is he ultimately a foil or contrast to Pap?

· Recall the depiction of Jim in the closing chapters of the novel. Can you reconcile him as both the victim of Tom Sawyer’s ridiculous “ambuscade” and the noble soul who risks his long-sought freedom to save Tom’s life?

· Argue whether Twain’s ending negates or strengthens Jim’s character development.
Prompt #3:

Ernest Hemingway once said that all American literature came from one book: The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. According to Hemingway, it’s “the best book we’ve got.” However, other scholars and students of literature dare to disagree with this assessment. Examine the novel Huck Finn as a masterpiece of American literature. Does it deserve a place in the canon of Great Books? (Do not automatically assume that your teacher agrees with Mr. Hemingway.) Create an argument to support or refute Ernest Hemingway’s claim. Take a stand for or against the inclusion of this novel as required high school reading and be able to defend it either way using the text as your tool in doing so. Develop your reasons for or against the novel’s stature as an icon of American literature. Provide specific and intelligent reasons, and support those reasons with specific examples from the novel, as well as relevant quotes from outside sources if you wish. You will also need to examine American society (and its students) today, as contrasted with society in the past. Thus, you will need support from both the novel and “real life” when constructing your arguments and arranging your support.

